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(57) ABSTRACT

An image forming apparatus Gk of a data output system
includes a data output time calculation function unit that
calculates a predicted output time necessary for outputting
data to be output in a specified output form by a data output
function unit which outputs the data to be output in the speci-
fied output form, and a control function unit that compares the
predicted output time with a predetermined threshold time
and controls displaying of display data, which is stored in a
storage function unit, onto a display function unit.
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DATA OUTPUT APPARATUS, DATA OUTPUT
SYSTEM, AND DATA OUTPUT CONTROL
METHOD FOR PREVENTING LEAKAGE OF
PERSONAL INFORMATION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority to and incorporates
by reference the entire contents of Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2013-233407 filed in Japan on Nov. 11, 2013 and
Japanese Patent Application No. 2014-096179 filed in Japan
on May 7, 2014.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a data output apparatus, a
data output system, and a data output control method and
specifically relates to a data output apparatus, a data output
system, and a data output control method which prevent leak-
age of personal information and utilize a waiting time for data
output effectively.

2. Description of the Related Art

In an image forming apparatus such as a printer apparatus,
a copying apparatus, or a composite apparatus, when copy
processing or print processing is performed, there is a case
where a user waits for completion of printing in front of the
image forming apparatus to prevent leakage of confidential
information due to a printed material being taken away.

Also, recently, the image forming apparatus is connected to
a network and performs print output, on paper, of data
received from a host apparatus such as a computer through the
network.

An image forming apparatus connected to such a network
generally includes an image accumulation memory such as a
hard disk and performs print output after temporarily accu-
mulating received data into the image accumulation memory.
Then, in respect to data which requires confidentiality (here-
inafter, arbitrarily referred to as confidential data), conven-
tionally, the image forming apparatus adds, as user identifi-
cation information, a user 1D, a PIN code, or the like to the
confidential data and accumulates the confidential data into
the image accumulation memory of the image forming appa-
ratus. The image forming apparatus requests input of the user
identification information in respect to print output of the
confidential data. When input user identification information
matches the user identification information added to the con-
fidential data or matches user identification information of a
registered user registered as a user in the image forming
apparatus in advance, the image forming apparatus performs
print output of the confidential data.

Then, as described above, when print output of the confi-
dential data is performed in the image forming apparatus, a
user needs to wait for completion of the print output in front
of the image forming apparatus and has to waste a waiting
time.

Then, conventionally, an image forming apparatus includ-
ing: a data transmission/reception unit configured to receive
display data associated with either or both of user information
and image data to be printed; a storage unit configured to store
received display data while associating the received display
data with the user information or the image data; an input unit
configured to input a print request and user information; a
display unit configured to display the display data; and a
control unit configured to read, when printing image data to
be printed according to the input print request, display data
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associated with the printed image data, or display data asso-
ciated with the input user information from the storage unit
and to display the read display data on the display unit has
been proposed (see, for example, Japanese Laid-open Patent
Application No. 2011-28437).

That is, the related technology tries to utilize effectively a
waiting time by displaying, on the display unit, display data
related to image data being currently printed or a user during
the printing.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to at least partially
solve the problems in the conventional technology. The
present invention provides a data output apparatus including
a data output unit configured to output data to be output; an
output time calculation unit configured to calculate a pre-
dicted output time necessary for outputting the data to be
output; a storage unit which stores display data; a display unit
configured to perform display output of the display data in the
storage unit; a display control unit configured to compare the
predicted output time with a predetermined threshold time
and to control displaying of the display data onto the display
unit. The above and other objects, features, advantages and
technical and industrial significance of this invention will be
better understood by reading the following detailed descrip-
tion of presently preferred embodiments of the invention,
when considered in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of a data output system to
which a first embodiment of the present invention is applied;

FIG. 2 is a block configuration diagram of an image form-
ing apparatus;

FIG. 3 is a functional block diagram of the image forming
apparatus;

FIG. 4 is a table illustrating an example of user authenti-
cation information;

FIG. 5 is a table illustrating an example of a database in a
case of storing data to be output and display data in a file
format;

FIG. 6 is a table illustrating an example of a database in a
case of storing display data in a link format;

FIG. 7 is a table illustrating an example of an association
database between a user and data;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating print control processing
accompanied by display control of display data;

FIG. 9 is a functional block diagram illustrating an image
forming apparatus of a second embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a view illustrating an example of a display
setting screen;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating print control processing
accompanied by display control of display data according to
the second embodiment;

FIG. 12 is a functional block diagram of an image forming
apparatus of a third embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a table illustrating an example of an association
database of the third embodiment;

FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating print control processing
accompanied by display control of display data according to
the third embodiment; and

FIG. 15 is a view illustrating an example of display confir-
mation screen.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

In the following, preferred embodiments of the present
invention will be described in detail based on the attached
drawings. Note that the embodiments described in the follow-
ing are preferred embodiments of the present invention. Thus,
various limitations preferred technically are added. However,
a scope of the present invention is not limited to the following
description. Also, all configurations described in the present
embodiment are not essential components of the present
invention.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 to FIG. 8 are charts illustrating a data output system
of the first embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 1 is a
configuration diagram of a data output system 1 to which the
data output apparatus, the data output system, the data output
control method, and the data output control program of the
first embodiment of the present invention are applied.

In FIG. 1, in the data output system 1, an image forming
apparatus Gk and a plurality of host apparatuses Hs1 to Hsn
(n=2) are connected to a network NW. The network NW may
be any kind of network as long as a print job including data to
be output (such as image data) and output condition informa-
tion, data output result information, and the like can be trans-
mitted/received by communication such as local area network
(LAN), or the Internet. The output condition information at
least specifies an output time of the data to be output. The
network NW is a network to perform at least either of wired
communication and wireless communication. Note that in
FIG. 1, only one image forming apparatus Gk is illustrated.
However, a plurality of image forming apparatuses Gk may
be connected.

As each of the host apparatuses Hs1 to Hsn, for example, a
personal computer including an ordinary hardware configu-
ration is used. Each of the host apparatuses Hsl to Hsn
includes, for example, a control unit, an internal storage unit,
a user interface (I/F), and a communication I/F. The internal
storage unit includes a nonvolatile memory such as a hard
disk or a non volatile RAM (NVRAM), and a volatile
memory. The nonvolatile memory of the internal storage unit
stores software which is, for example, an operating system
(OS), various applications, or a data output control program,
and various kinds of data such as data to be output. The data
output control program makes processing, which is a part of
a data output control method of the present invention and
which is executed by the host apparatuses Hsl to Hsn,
executed. The volatile memory of the internal storage unit is
mainly used as a work memory of the control unit. The user
1/F is, for example, a display, a keyboard, or amouse. With the
user I/F, a user inputs an instruction to the host apparatuses
Hs1 to Hsn, and the user I/F outputs various kinds of infor-
mation notified from the host apparatuses Hs1 to Hsn to the
user. The communication I/F is connected to the network NW
and transmits/receives a print job or various kinds of data
through the network NW. The control unit includes a device
such as a central processing unit (CPU), or a random access
memory (RAM). Based on a program in the internal storage
unit, the control unit executes basic processing as the host
apparatuses Hsl to Hsn and executes processing to be
executed in the host apparatuses Hsl to Hsn among data
output control processing of the present invention which will
be described later.

The image forming apparatus (data output apparatus) Gk is
a data output apparatus of a composite apparatus, a printer
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4

apparatus, a copying apparatus, or the like. The image form-
ing apparatus includes, for example, an image forming func-
tion, a data distribution function, a scanner function, and a
copying function. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the image forming
apparatus includes a hardware configuration. That is, the
image forming apparatus Gk includes a controller 11, an
engine unit 12, an operation panel 13, and the like.

The controller 11 includes a central processing unit (CPU)
21, aprogram read only memory (ROM) 22, arandom access
memory (RAM) 23, a non-volatile random access memory
(NVRAM) 24, a hard disk (HDD) 25, a network interface
(I/F) 26, an engine I/F 27, a panel I/F 28, and the like being
connected to each other through a bus 29. Note that the
controller 11 includes a clocking unit to clock time such as
current time, although not illustrated. As described later, the
controller 11 performs data output control processing accom-
panied by display control processing of display data by using
a clocking function of the clocking unit.

To the network I/F 26, the host apparatuses Hs1 to Hsn are
connected through the network NW. The network I/F 26 is an
interface to receive a print job including a control signal, data
(data to be output, method of outputting data to be output,
output condition information to specify output time), and the
like transmitted from the host apparatuses Hs1 to Hsn and to
deliver a status signal and the like transmitted from the image
forming apparatus Gk to the host apparatuses Hs1 to Hsn.
Specifically, the network I/F 26 receives, from the host appa-
ratuses Hs1 to Hsn, a print job including output condition
information and data to be output and transmits completion
notification of the print job to the host apparatuses Hsl to
Hsn. Also, according to a distribution request of data to be
output received from the host apparatuses Hsl to Hsn, the
CPU 21 distributes the data to be output to a distributing
destination such as different host apparatuses Hs1 to Hsn by
using the network I/F 26.

The program ROM 22 stores a program to process or man-
age data in the controller 11 and to control a peripheral mod-
ule. Specifically, the program ROM 22 stores various pro-
grams such as a basic processing program as the image
forming apparatus Gk, and a data output control program
which executes the data output control method of the present
invention which method tries to reduce possibility of leakage
of personal information and to utilize effectively a waiting
time during data output. The program ROM 22 also stores
various kinds of data necessary for executing each program.

Based on the programs stored in the program ROM 22, the
CPU 21 performs data output processing such as image form-
ing processing (hereinafter, also referred to as print process-
ing, appropriately), data distribution output processing, and
data transfer output processing and executes the data output
control method, which will be described later, by controlling
each part of the image forming apparatus Gk while using the
RAM 23 as a work memory.

The RAM 23 is used as a work memory of the CPU 21 and
is also used, for example, as a buffer to manage, in a page unit,
print data from the host apparatuses Hs1 to Hsn and to store
the data temporarily and as a bit map memory in which the
data stored into the buffer is converted into drawing data
suitable for actual printing and is expanded. The RAM 23
includes a capacity to accumulate a plurality of pages of the
print data, drawing data converted from the print data, or
intermediate data.

The NVRAM 24 is a memory to hold stored contents even
when the image forming apparatus Gk is turned off. In the
NVRAM 24, data which is to be held even when the image
forming apparatus Gk is turned off is stored under control by
the CPU 21. Specifically, various kinds of data necessary for
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the data output control processing, which will be described
later, such as a threshold time set in the operation panel 13 or
in the host apparatuses Hs1 to Hsn, an engine characteristic
parameter indicating an engine characteristic of the engine
unit 12 (such as redness being deep), and an output specifi-
cation in data output such as data transmission speed are
stored.

The hard disk 25 accumulates data such as expanded print
data, a print job transmitted from the host apparatuses Hs1 to
Hsn, or the like under the control by the CPU 21, these pieces
of data being also read therefrom under the control by the
CPU 21. Specifically, the hard disk 25 stores a print job to
which output condition information is added, other print jobs
and the like transmitted from the host apparatuses Hs1 to Hsn.

To the engine I/F 27, the engine unit 12 is connected. The
engine I/F 27 transmits/receives a control signal or drawing
data from the controller 11 to the engine unit 12, and a status
signal from the engine unit 12 to the controller 11.

The engine unit 12 includes a printer engine, a scanner
engine, and the like. As the printer engine, for example, a
printer engine of an electrophotographic printer, an ink-jet
printer, or the like is used. Based on drawing data and a
control signal, the printer engine performs print output (im-
age forming output) of an image on paper (image forming
medium) fed from a paper feeding unit and ejects the printed
paper to a paper tray. The drawing data is converted from print
data, which is transmitted from the host apparatuses Hs1 to
Hsn and received by the network I/F 26, and is transmitted
from the engine I/F 27. That is, although not illustrated, in a
case of an electrophotographic engine, the printer engine
includes a part necessary for performing print processing on
paper by an electrophotographic method based on drawing
data. For example, the printer engine includes an image form-
ing unit including a photoreceptor, a charging unit, an optical
writing unit, a developing unit, a transfer unit, a cleaning unit,
and the like. In a case where the printer engine is a color
printer engine, the image forming unit is included for each
color, for example, for each of CMYK. The printer engine
makes the optical writing unit operate by the drawing data and
the control signal, forms an electrostatic latent image on the
photoreceptor uniformly charged by the charging unit, per-
forms developing by supplying toner on the photoreceptor by
the developing unit, and forms a toner image. The printer
engine performs print processing by feeding paper between
the photoreceptor and the transfer unit from the paper feeding
unit, transferring, by the transfer unit, the toner image on the
photoreceptor to the paper, conveying the paper, to which the
toner image is transferred, to a fixing unit, and fixing the toner
image on the paper by heating/pressing in the fixing unit.
Also, after performing main-scanning and sub-scanning on a
document in which an image is recorded and performing
photoelectric conversion of the image of the document by a
photoelectric conversion element such as a charge coupled
device (CCD) or a complementary metal oxide semiconduc-
tor (CMOS), the scanner engine converts the image into
binary image data and outputs the data to the CPU 21 through
the engine I/F 27.

To the panel IF 28, the operation panel 13 is connected.
The panel I/F 28 transmits/receives a signal between the CPU
21 and the operation panel 13.

The operation panel 13 includes various operation keys
such as a numeric keypad, a start key, and a mode selection
key to select a mode and also includes a display unit such as
a liquid crystal display with a touch panel. With the operation
panel 13, various instructions of a print operation and the like
are input by a key operation of the operation key or a touch
operation of the display unit. Specifically, a user name, a
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password, a data output condition, a threshold time, and the
like necessary for the data output control processing which
will be described later are input. The operation panel 13
displays, on the display unit, instruction contents input with
the operation key, various kinds of information notified from
the image forming apparatus Gk to a user, an image to be
processed, and the like.

The image forming apparatus Gk is configured as an image
forming apparatus which executes the data output control
method, which will be described later, to reduce possibility of
leakage of personal information and to utilize a waiting time
during data output by reading the data output control program
which executes the data output control method of the present
invention, which program is stored in a computer-readable
recording medium, and by installing the program into the
program ROM 22, the hard disk 25, and the like. The record-
ing medium is, for example, a ROM, an electrically erasable
and programmable read only memory (EEPROM), an
EPROM, a flash memory, a flexible disk, a compact disc read
only memory (CD-ROM), a compact disc rewritable (CD-
RW), a digital versatile disk (DVD), a secure digital (SD)
card, or a magneto-optical disc (MO). The data output control
program is a program which is described in legacy program-
ming language or object oriented programming language
such as assembler, C, C++, C#, or Java (R) and can be
executed by a computer. The program can be stored into the
above described recording medium and distributed.

In the image forming apparatus Gk, by the data output
control program being installed and executed, a function
block illustrated in FIG. 3 is built. That is, by the data output
control program being installed, in the image forming appa-
ratus Gk, an input function unit 31, a display function unit 32,
a control function unit 33, a user authentication function unit
34, a data acquisition function unit 35, a data output function
unit 36, a storage function unit 37, a data display control
function unit 38, a data output time calculation function unit
39, and the like are built.

The input function unit 31 is built, for example, by the
operation key of the operation panel 13 or the touch panel of
the display. With the input function unit 31, a user performs an
input operation of an output condition in data output of data to
be output. The output condition is, for example, an output
form such as print output, distribution output, or transfer
output, a threshold time, or other output conditions (such as
print condition, distribution condition such as distributing
destination).

The display function unit (display unit) 32 is built, for
example, by the display of the operation panel 13 and displays
contents input from the input function unit 31, or various
kinds of information notified from the image forming appa-
ratus Gk to a user. Specifically, the display function unit 32
displays display data in the data output control processing of
the present invention.

The control function unit 33 is built by the CPU 21. By
controlling each function unit, the control function unit 33
controls data output processing (such as print output process-
ing or distribution processing) and controls the data display
control function unit 38 which will be described later,
whereby the control function unit 33 executes the data output
control method of the present embodiment.

The user authentication function unit 34 is built, for
example, by the CPU and the NVRAM 24. The user authen-
tication function unit 34 performs user authentication
depending on whether user authentication information input
from the input function unit 31 matches user authentication
information stored into the NVRAM 24 in advance.
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The data acquisition function unit 35 is built by the scanner
engine of the engine unit 12 or the network I/F 26 and
acquires data to be output. That is, in a case of a scanner
engine, the data acquisition function unit 35 performs main-
scanning and sub-scanning on a document and imports an
image of the document as data to be output. Also, in a case of
the network I/F 26, the data acquisition function unit 35
imports a print job transmitted from the host apparatuses Hs1
to Hsn as data to be output.

The data output function unit (data output unit) 36 is built,
for example, by the printer engine of the engine unit 12 and
the network I/F 26. The data output function unit 36 performs
output processing of data to be output according to a specified
output form such as print output, distribution output, or trans-
fer output.

The storage function unit 37 is built, for example, by the
hard disk 25. The storage function unit 37 stores the data to be
output acquired by the data acquisition function unit 35, data
related to the data to be output, display data related to the data
to be output under the control by the control function unit 33,
these pieces of data being also read therefrom under the
control by the control function unit 33.

When user authentication information used by the user
authentication function unit 34 is input from the input func-
tion unit 31 or the host apparatuses Hsl to Hsn, the storage
function unit (storage unit) 37 stores the information, for
example, as user authentication information illustrated in
FIG. 4 under the control by the control function unit 33. For
example, as illustrated in FIG. 4, in the user authentication
information, a pair of a user name and a password is associ-
ated with a user ID. Also, when storing display data in a file
format, for example, as illustrated in FIG. 5, the storage
function unit 37 stores the display data in a database format
including a data ID, a name of a file to be output, a name of a
display file, and a storage destination. Moreover, when stor-
ing the display data in a link format, for example, as illus-
trated in FIG. 6, the storage function unit 37 stores the display
data in a database format including a link destination, a name
of'adisplay link, and a storage destination. Also, as illustrated
in FI1G. 7, the storage function unit 37 stores, as an association
database, association data which associates a user and display
data. As illustrated in FIG. 7, the association database is a
database in which a user ID, a registration data type, and a
data ID are associated with each other and registered. Here,
the registration data type is a registration type of the display
data and indicates a file format and a link format respectively
illustrated in FIG. 5 and FIG. 6.

The data display control function unit 38 is built by the
CPU 21. Under the control by the control function unit 33, the
data display control function unit 38 performs output control
of display data based on a predicted output time and a thresh-
old time required to output data to be output. Then, the data
display control function unit 38 acquires data to be output
from the storage function unit 37 and requests the data output
time calculation function unit 39 to calculate a predicted
output time necessary for outputting the data to be outputin a
specified output form.

The data output time calculation function unit (example of
output time calculation unit) 39 is built, for example, by the
CPU 21. By using a data output specification stored into the
NVRAM 24 or the like in advance, the data output time
calculation function unit 39 calculates, based on an output
time for a unit data quantity, a predicted output time necessary
for outputting the data to be output, which is requested to
calculate, in a specified output form. The data output time
calculation function unit 39 transmits the calculated predicted
output time to the data display control function unit 38. When
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an output form of the data output is print output, an output
time for a unit data quantity is a print output speed (such as
continuous printing speed in one minute) in a unit data quan-
tity in the printer engine of the engine unit 12. The print output
speed is determined in consideration of a size, resolution, and
the like of the data to be output. Also, when the data output
form is distribution output, a transmission time of the data to
be output in a unit data quantity from the network I/F 26 to a
specified distributing destination through the network NW is
a transmission time for the unit data quantity. The transmis-
sion time is determined in consideration of a data type, a
network type, a transmission path, network traffic, and the
like of the output data.

Based on display control information of display data in the
data display control function unit 38, the control function unit
33 controls displaying the display data onto the display func-
tion unit 32. That is, in the control function unit 33 and the
data display control function unit 38, the data display control
function unit 38 compares a predicted output time, which is
calculated by the data output time calculation function unit
39, with a predetermined threshold time and the control func-
tion unit 33 controls displaying of the display data onto the
display function unit 32 based on the comparison result. The
control function unit 33 and the data display control function
unit 38, as a whole, function as a display control unit.

Next, an effect of the present embodiment will be
described. The image forming apparatus Gk of the data output
system 1 of the present embodiment reduces possibility of
leakage of personal information in output of data to be output
and tries to utilize effectively a waiting time during the data
output.

That is, in the data output system 1 of the present embodi-
ment, the image forming apparatus Gk performs, with the
printer engine of the engine unit 12, data output, such as print
output or distribution output, of data to be output received
from the host apparatuses Hs1 to Hsn or data to be output
acquired by the scanner engine. In the data output system 1, a
user previously registers display data into the storage function
unit 37 of the image forming apparatus Gk or a different place
on the network NW other than the image forming apparatus
Gk. The place is, for example, the host apparatuses Hs1 to
Hsn. Then, in the data output system 1, as illustrated in FIG.
5 and FIG. 6, a user stores, into the storage function unit 37,
display data specification information to specify the display
data in such a manner that a file name or a link name of the
display data (display file) is stored. Also, as illustrated in FIG.
5 and FIG. 6, the user registers a name of a file to be output,
a storage destination or a link destination, and a storage
destination into the database in the storage function unit 37
while associating these with a file name or a link name of the
display data.

In this state, as illustrated in FIG. 8, the image forming
apparatus Gk performs print control processing accompanied
by display control of display data. Note that in the following
description, a case of performing print output as data output
will be described. However, an application to data distribu-
tion output or the like is also possible.

In FIG. 8, when there is a print request, along with data to
be output, from the host apparatuses Hs1 to Hsn or the input
function unit 31, the image forming apparatus Gk receives the
print request (step S101). When the image forming apparatus
Gk receives the print request, the control function unit 33
makes the data output time calculation function unit 39 cal-
culate a predicted printing time (predicted output time)
through the data display control function unit 38 (step S102).
The data output time calculation function unit 39 calculates a
predicted printing time necessary for printing print data to be
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printed, for example, based on a continuous printing speed in
one minute which is determined in advance for each type of
the image forming apparatus Gk as a specification thereof.

Next, the control function unit 33 performs displaying, on
the display function unit 32, to prompt an input of user
authentication information. When user authentication infor-
mation is input in response to the display (step S103), the
control function unit 33 checks whether the input user authen-
tication information matches user authentication information
which is stored into the NVRAM 24 as illustrated in FIG. 4
(step S104).

When the input user authentication information does not
match in step S104 (NO in step S104), the control function
unit 33 goes back to step S103 and performs, in a manner
similar to the above, the processing of performing displaying
to prompt an input of user authentication information and the
processing following the display processing (step S103 and
step S104).

When the input user authentication information matches in
step S104 (YES in step S104), the control function unit 33
makes the data output function unit 36 start printing (step
S105). When the printing is started, the control function unit
33 checks whether a predicted printing time is longer than a
threshold time set in advance (step S106). The threshold time
is set previously as a predicted printing time, in which a user
may move away from the image forming apparatus Gk while
display data is displayed, and is stored into the NVRAM 24 or
the like. That is, when the predicted printing time is longer
than the threshold time, a user may move away from a vicinity
of the image forming apparatus Gk. Thus, when display data
is kept displayed, a third person may see the display data.
Also, the threshold time is arbitrarily set and input by a user or
by an administrator of the image forming apparatus Gk from
the input function unit 31, the host apparatuses Hs1 to Hsn, a
management apparatus KS, or the like and is stored into the
storage function unit 37 in advance.

When the predicted printing time is shorter than the thresh-
old time in step S106 (NO in step S106), the control function
unit 33 makes the data acquisition function unit 35 acquire a
list of display data from the storage function unit 37 and
makes the display function unit 32 display the list of display
data (step S107). In this case, the data acquisition function
unit 35 refers to the association database illustrated in FIG. 7
and acquires, as the list of display data, a type of registration
data and a data ID of display data related to a user, for
example, based on the user information, such as a user ID,
used in the user authentication. Moreover, based on a data ID
and a type of registration data in FIG. 7, the data acquisition
function unit 35 refers to the databases respectively illustrated
in FIG. 5 and FIG. 6 and acquires the list of display data.

By an operation of the input function unit 31, that is, by a
key operation on the operation panel 13 or a touch operation
on the touch panel, the user selects display data to be dis-
played from the list of display data displayed on the display
function unit 32, that is, on the display of the operation panel
13.

The control function unit 33 makes the data display control
function unit 38 acquire, from storage function unit 37, the
display data selected by the user and makes the display func-
tion unit 32 display the acquired data (step S108), and checks
whether the printing is over (step S109).

When the printing is not over in step S109 (NO in step
S109), the control function unit 33 goes back to step S108,
keeps displaying the display data selected by the user, and
repeats checking whether the printing is over (step S108 and
step S109).
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When the printing is over in step S109 (YES in step S109),
the control function unit 33 ends the print processing which is
by the data output function unit 36 (step S110) and checks
whether display data is displayed (step S111).

Since the display data is currently displayed in step S111
(YES in step S111), the control function unit 33 ends display-
ing of the display data, which displaying is performed by the
display function unit 32, and ends the print control processing
accompanied by display control of the display data (step
S112).

Also, when the predicted printing time is longer than the
threshold time in step S106 (YES in step S106), the control
function unit 33 determines that the user may move away
from the image forming apparatus Gk and the display data
may be seen by a third person when the display data is dis-
played. Thus, in this case, the control function unit 33 does
not display the display data and makes the data output func-
tion unit 36 keep printing. When the printing over, the control
function unit 33 ends the print processing (step S110) and
determines whether the display data is displayed (step S111).

Since the display data is not currently displayed in step
S111 (NO in step S111), the control function unit 33 end the
print control processing accompanied by the display control
of'the display data.

In such a manner, the image forming apparatus Gk which is
a data output apparatus of the data output system 1 of the
present embodiment includes a data output function unit (data
output unit) 36 configured to output data to be output in a
specified output form, a data output time calculation function
unit (output time calculation unit) 39 configured to calculate
apredicted output time necessary for outputting the data to be
output in the specified output form in the data output function
unit 36, a storage function unit (storage unit) 37 which stores
display data, a display function unit (display unit) 32 config-
ured to perform display output of the display data in the
storage function unit 37, and the control function unit 33 and
the data display control function unit 38 each of which is a
control unit configured to compare the predicted output time
with a predetermined threshold time and is configured to
control displaying of the display data onto the display func-
tion unit 32.

Thus, based on a predicted output time necessary for data
output of data to be output in a specified output form, display-
ing of display data can be controlled and control such as
stopping the displaying of the display data can be performed
when the predicted output time is so long that a user may
move away from the image forming apparatus Gk. As aresult,
it is possible to reduce possibility of leakage of personal
information and to utilize a waiting time during data output.

Also, the data output system 1 of the present embodiment
is a data output system including the image forming apparatus
(data output apparatus) Gk configured to output data to be
output in a specified output form, and a display function unit
(display apparatus) 32 configured to perform display output
of display data. The data output system 1 includes the data
output time calculation function unit (output time calculation
unit) 39 configured to calculate a predicted output time nec-
essary for outputting the data to be output in the specified
output form in the image forming apparatus Gk, the storage
function unit (storage unit) 37 which stores the display data to
be displayed by the display function unit 32, and the control
function unit 33 and the data display control function unit 38
each of which is a control unit configured to compare the
predicted output time with a predetermined threshold time
and is configured to control displaying of the display data
onto the display function unit 32.
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Thus, in the data output system 1 configured to output data
to be output in a specified output form, based on a predicted
output time necessary for data output of the data to be output
in the specified output form, displaying of display data can be
controlled and control such as stopping the displaying of the
display data can be performed when the predicted output time
is so long that a user may move away from the image forming
apparatus Gk. As a result, itis possible to reduce possibility of
leakage of personal information and to utilize effectively a
waiting time during data output.

Moreover, the data output system 1 of the present embodi-
ment executes a data output control method. The method
includes a data output processing step to output data to be
output in a specified output form, an output time calculation
processing step to calculate a predicted output time necessary
for outputting the data to be output in the specified output
form in the data output processing step, a display processing
step to perform display output of the display data, which is
stored in the storage function unit 37, onto the display func-
tion unit 32, and a display control processing step to compare
the predicted output time with a predetermined threshold time
and to control displaying of the display data in the display
processing step.

Thus, based on a predicted output time necessary for data
output of data to be output in a specified output form, display-
ing of display data can be controlled and control such as
stopping the displaying of the display data can be performed
when the predicted output time is so long that a user may
move away from the image forming apparatus Gk. As aresult,
it is possible to reduce possibility of leakage of personal
information and to utilize effectively a waiting time during
data output.

Also, the data output system 1 of the present embodiment
includes a data output control program which makes a control
processor such as the CPU 21 execute data output processing
to output data to be output in a specified output form, output
time calculation processing to calculate a predicted output
time necessary for outputting the data to be output in the
specified output form in the data output processing step,
display processing to perform display output of the display
data, which is stored in the storage function unit 37, onto the
display function unit 32, and display control processing to
compare the predicted output time with a predetermined
threshold time and to control displaying of the display data in
the display processing step.

Thus, based on a predicted output time necessary for data
output of data to be output in a specified output form, display-
ing of display data can be controlled and control such as
stopping the displaying of the display data can be performed
when the predicted output time is so long that a user may
move away from the image forming apparatus Gk. As aresult,
it is possible to reduce possibility of leakage of personal
information and to utilize effectively a waiting time during
data output.

Moreover, the image forming apparatus Gk of the data
output system 1 of the present embodiment further includes a
time setting unit such as the input function unit 31 to set the
threshold time.

Thus, according to an environment in which the image
forming apparatus Gk is used, a threshold time can be appro-
priately set. Thus, it is possible to reduce possibility of leak-
age of personal information and to further improve usability.

Also, in the image forming apparatus Gk of the data output
system 1 of the present embodiment, the data output time
calculation function unit 39 calculates the predicted output
time based on an output time for a unit data quantity in the
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specified output form in the data output function unit (data
output unit) 36 and a quantity of the data to be output.

Accordingly, it is possible to calculate a predicted output
time of data to be output accurately, and thus, it is possible to
reduce possibility of leakage of personal information and to
improve usability appropriately.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 9 to FIG. 11 are charts illustrating a data output
apparatus of the second embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 9 is a functional block diagram of an image forming
apparatus Gk2 which is applied to a data output system to
which the data output apparatus, the data output system, the
data output control method, and the data output control pro-
gram of the second embodiment of the present invention are
applied.

Note that the present embodiment is applied to a data
output system and an image forming apparatus similar to the
data output system 1 and the image forming apparatus Gk of
the first embodiment. In description of the present embodi-
ment, to a configuration part similar to that of the first
embodiment, the same reference sign is assigned and descrip-
tion of the part is simplified or omitted. Also, when necessary,
a part which is not illustrated is described by using the refer-
ence sign used in the first embodiment.

The image forming apparatus Gk2 of the data output sys-
tem 1 of the present embodiment sets and registers, for each
user, a threshold time whether to display display data and
performs, for each user, display control of the display data.
Then, as the image forming apparatus Gk2 of the present
embodiment, an image forming apparatus including a hard-
ware configuration and a software configuration similar to
those of the image forming apparatus Gk illustrated in FIG. 2
is used. In the image forming apparatus Gk2, a data output
control program of the present embodiment is installed,
whereby a functional block illustrated in FIG. 9 is built. In
FIG. 9, in the image forming apparatus Gk2, an input function
unit 31, a display function unit 32, a control function unit 33,
a user authentication function unit 34, a data acquisition
function unit 35, a data output function unit 36, a storage
function unit 37, a data display control function unit 38, a data
output time calculation function unit 39, and the like similar
to those of the image forming apparatus Gk of the first
embodiment are built and a user setting holding function unit
41 is also built.

The user setting holding function unit 41 is built, for
example, to include an NVRAM 24 or a hard disk 25. Under
control by the control function unit 33, a threshold time for
each user, that is, a predicted printing time to be a determi-
nation reference, for each user, whether to display display
data is registered into the user setting holding function unit
41. The threshold time is, for example, three minutes or five
minutes. The threshold time for each user is input by a user or
an administrator of the data output system 1 from the input
function unit 31, host apparatuses Hs1 to Hsn, an administra-
tor terminal, or the like. When the threshold time for each user
is input, the control function unit 33 registers the threshold
time into the user setting holding function unit 41 through the
data display control function unit 38.

For example, when input of the threshold time for each user
is performed on the input function unit 31, that is, on an
operation panel 13, the control function unit 33 displays, ona
display, a display setting screen G1 illustrated in FIG. 10. On
the display setting screen G1 illustrated in FIG. 10, an item of
“printing time” which is a threshold time, a setting item
whether to perform display confirmation, and buttons of
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“OK” and “cancel” are displayed. Based on the display set-
ting screen G1, a user sets a printing time (in FIG. 10, state in
which “three minutes” is set is displayed) to be a threshold
time and sets whether to perform display confirmation.

Then, as illustrated in FIG. 11, the image forming appara-
tus Gk2 of the present embodiment executes print control
processing accompanied by display control of display data
while a threshold time for each user is set and registered. Note
that in FIG. 11, to a processing step similar to that in FIG. 8,
the same step number is assigned and descriptions of the step
is simplified.

That is, when the image forming apparatus Gk2 receives a
print request (step S101), the control function unit 33 makes
the data output time calculation function unit 39 calculate a
predicted printing time through the data display control func-
tion unit 38 (step S102).

Next, when user authentication information is input (step
S103), the control function unit 33 checks whether the user
authentication information matches user authentication infor-
mation stored in the NVRAM 24 in advance (step S104).
When the user authentication information does not match in
step S104, the control function unit 33 goes back to step S103
and performs, in a manner similar to the above, processing of
performing displaying to prompt an input of user authentica-
tion information and the processing following the display
processing (step S103 and step S104).

When the user authentication information matches in step
S104, the control function unit 33 makes the data output
function unit 36 start printing (step S105) and checks whether
the predicted printing time is longer than the threshold time,
for the user, stored in the user setting holding function unit 41
(step S201).

As described above, the threshold time for each user is
input in advance and is stored in the user setting holding
function unit 41 which is built, for example, by the NVRAM
24 or the hard disk 25.

When the predicted printing time is shorter than the thresh-
old time for the user in step S201 (NO in step S201), similarly
to the above, the control function unit 33 makes the display
function unit 32 display a list of display data (step S107).

By an operation of the input function unit 31, that is, by a
key operation on the operation panel 13 or a touch operation
on a touch panel, the user selects display data to be displayed
from the list of display data displayed on the display function
unit 32, that is, on a display of the operation panel 13.

The control function unit 33 displays, on the display func-
tion unit 32, display data selected by the user (step S108) and
checks whether the printing is over (step S109).

When the printing is not over in step S109, the control
function unit 33 goes back to step S108, keeps displaying the
display data selected by the user, and repeats checking
whether the printing is over (step S108 and step S109).

When the printing is over in step S109, the control function
unit 33 ends the print processing by the data output function
unit 36 (step S110) and checks whether the display data is
displayed (step S111).

Since the display data is currently displayed in step S111,
the control function unit 33 ends displaying of the display
data by the display function unit 32 and ends the print control
processing accompanied by the display control of the display
data (step S112).

When the predicted printing time is longer than the thresh-
old time for the user in step S201 (YES in step S201), the
control function unit 33 performs display confirmation to the
user (step S202) and checks whether selection to display the
display data is made (step S203).
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When selection to display the display data is made in step
S203 (YES in step S203), the control function unit 33 goes to
step S107 and performs, in a manner similar to the above, the
processing of displaying a list of display data from user infor-
mation and the processing following the display processing
(step S107 to step S112).

When selection not to display the display data is made in
step S203 (NO in step S203), the control function unit 33 does
not display the display data. The control function unit 33
makes the data output function unit 36 keep performing the
printing and ends the print processing when the printing is
over (step S110). Next, the control function unit 33 checks
whether the display data is displayed (step S111). Since the
display data is not currently displayed (No in step S111), the
control function unit 33 ends the print control processing
accompanied by the display control of the display data.

In such a manner, in the image forming apparatus Gk2 of
the data output system 1 of the present embodiment, the input
function unit 31 as the time setting unit can set the threshold
time for each user who makes an output request of the data to
be output, and the control function unit 33 as the display
control unit compares the predicted output time with the
threshold time corresponding to the user, who makes the
output request of the data to be output, and controls display-
ing of the display data onto the display function unit 32.

Accordingly, it is possible to perform display control of
display data by setting a threshold time suitable for usability
such as usability of each user, and thus, it is possible to reduce
possibility of leakage of personal information and to further
improve usability.

Also, the image forming apparatus Gk2 of the data output
system 1 of the present embodiment further includes a con-
firmation unit including, for example, the display function
unit 32 and the input function unit 31 to perform information
confirmation. When the predicted output time is longer than
the threshold time, the control function unit 33 makes the
confirmation unit perform confirmation whether to display
the display data and makes the display function unit 32 dis-
play the display data only when it is confirmed by the confir-
mation unit that the display data is to be displayed.

Thus, even when the predicted output time is longer than
the threshold time, it is possible to display display data
according to permission by a user, whereby it is possible to
reduce possibility of leakage of personal information and to
further improve usability.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 12 to FIG. 15 are charts illustrating a data output
apparatus of a third embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 12 is a functional block diagram of an image forming
apparatus Gk3 which is applied to a data output system to
which the data output apparatus, the data output system, the
data output control method, and the data output control pro-
gram of the third embodiment of the present invention are
applied.

Note that the present embodiment is applied to a data
output system and an image forming apparatus similar to the
data output system 1 and the image forming apparatus Gk of
the first embodiment. In description of the present embodi-
ment, to a configuration part similar to that of the first
embodiment, the same reference sign is assigned and descrip-
tion of the part is simplified or omitted. Also, when necessary,
a part which is not illustrated is described by using the refer-
ence sign used in the first embodiment.

When displaying display data, according to selection by a
user, the image forming apparatus Gk3 of the data output
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system 1 of the present embodiment performs processing
whether to display data related to personal information
according to a display time.

Then, as the image forming apparatus Gk3 of the present
embodiment, an image forming apparatus including a hard-
ware configuration and a software configuration similar to
those of the image forming apparatus Gk illustrated in FIG. 2
is used. In the image forming apparatus Gk3, a data output
control program of the present embodiment is installed,
whereby a functional block illustrated in FIG. 12 is built. In
FIG. 12, in the image forming apparatus Gk3, an input func-
tionunit 31, a display function unit 32, a control function unit
33, a user authentication function unit 34, a data acquisition
function unit 35, a data output function unit 36, a storage
function unit 37, a data display control function unit 38, a data
output time calculation function unit 39, and the like similar
to those of the image forming apparatus Gk of the first
embodiment are built and a display data extraction function
unit 51 is also built.

Then, the storage function unit 37 stores, for example, an
association database illustrated in FIG. 13 instead of the
association database which associates a user and data and is
illustrated in FIG. 7 of the first embodiment. As illustrated in
FIG. 13, in the association database, data (user 1D, kind of
registration data, and data ID) in the association database in
FIG. 7, and “no” (there is no personal information) and “yes”
(there is personal information) which are identification infor-
mation indicating whether there is personal information are
registered.

Under control by the data display control function unit 38,
the display data extraction function unit 51 extracts, among
the display data stored in the storage function unit 37, display
data to be displayed on the display function unit 32 according
to an operation by a user and transmits the extracted display
datato the data display control function unit 38. The operation
by the user will be described later. Specifically, when the user
performs an operation to permit displaying of personal infor-
mation, the display data extraction function unit 51 extracts
display data corresponding to an ID of the user as an object to
be displayed regardless of whether either “no” or “yes” is
registered in personal information in the association database.
On the other hand, when the user performs an operation
which does not permit displaying of personal information, the
display data extraction function unit 51 extracts, as an object
to be displayed, only display data which is registered in the
association database as “no” indicating that the display data is
not related to personal information and which corresponds to
an ID of the user. Then, each of the input function unit 31 and
the display functionunit 32 functions as a confirmation unit to
perform confirmation whether to display display data when
the predicted output time is longer than the threshold time.
That is, when the predicted output time is longer than the
threshold time, as described later, the control function unit 38
displays, on the display function unit 32, display confirmation
to ask whether to display the display data. By using the input
function unit 31, a user makes selection, on the display of the
display confirmation, whether to perform displaying.

Then, in a state which is illustrated in FIG. 13 and in which
the association database is stored in the storage function unit
37, as illustrated in FIG. 14, the control function unit 33
executes print control processing accompanied by display
control of display data. Note that in FIG. 14, to a processing
step similar to that of FIG. 8, the same step number is assigned
and description thereof is simplified.

That is, when the image forming apparatus Gk3 receives a
print request (step S101), the control function unit 33 makes
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the data output time calculation function unit 39 calculate a
predicted printing time through the data display control func-
tion unit 38 (step S102).

Next, when user authentication information is input (step
S103), the control function unit 33 checks whether the user
authentication information matches user authentication infor-
mation stored in an NVRAM 24 in advance (step S104).
When the user authentication information does not match in
step S104, the control function unit 33 goes back to step S103
and performs, in a manner similar to the above, processing of
performing displaying to prompt an input of user authentica-
tion information and the processing following the display
processing (step S103 and step S104).

When the user authentication information matches in step
S104, the control function unit 33 makes the data output
function unit 36 start printing (step S105) and checks whether
the predicted printing time is longer than a threshold time set
in advance (step S106).

When the predicted printing time is shorter than the thresh-
old time in step S106, the control function unit 33 makes the
data acquisition function unit 35 acquire a list of display data
from the storage function unit 37 and makes the display
function unit 32 display the list of display data (step S107).

The control function unit 33 makes the display function
unit 32 display display data selected by the user (step S108)
and checks whether the printing is over (step S109).

When the printing is not over in step S109, the control
function unit 33 goes back to step S108, keeps displaying the
display data selected by the user, and repeats checking
whether the printing is over (step S108 and step S109).

When the printing is over in step S109, the control function
unit 33 ends the print processing by the data output function
unit 36 (step S110) and checks whether the display data is
displayed (step S111).

Since the display data is currently displayed in step S111,
the control function unit 33 ends displaying of the display
data by the display function unit 32 and ends the print control
processing accompanied by the display control of the display
data (step S112).

When the predicted printing time is longer than the thresh-
old time in step S106, the control function unit 33 performs
display confirmation to the user (step S301) and checks
whether selection to display display data related to personal
information is made (step S302).

That is, for example, the control function unit 33 displays
a display confirmation screen G2 illustrated in FIG. 15 onto
the display function unit 32 and checks whether displaying of
the display data related to personal information is permitted.
On the display confirmation screen G2, selection boxes of
“yes” and “no” to select whether it is okay to display the
display data related to personal information and buttons of
“OK” and “cancel” are displayed.

When selection to permit the displaying of the display data
related to personal information is made in step S302 (YES in
step S302), the control function unit 33 goes to step S107 and
performs, in a manner similar to the above, processing of
displaying a list of all pieces of display data from the user
information and processing following the display processing
(step S107 to step S112).

When selection not to permit the displaying of the display
data related to personal information is made in step S302 (NO
in step S302), the control function unit 33 makes the display
data extraction function unit 51 extract display data other than
the display data related to personal information (step S303).

The control function unit 33 goes to step S107, makes the
data display control function unit 38 acquire, among the
display data of the user which is stored in the storage function
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unit 37, a list of the extracted display data not related to
personal information, and makes the display function unit 32
display the list of the display data (step S107). Hereinafter,
similarly to the above, the control function unit 33 makes the
display function unit 32 display display data selected by the
user (step S108) and checks whether the printing is over (step
S109). When the printing is not over in step S109, the control
function unit 33 goes back to step S108, keeps displaying the
display data selected by the user, and repeats checking
whether the printing is over (step S108 and step S109). When
the printing is over in step S109, the control function unit 33
ends the print processing by the data output function unit 36
(step S110) and checks whether the display data is displayed
(step S111). Since the display data is currently displayed in
step S111, the control function unit 33 ends displaying of the
display data by the display function unit 32 and ends the print
control processing accompanied by the display control of the
display data (step S112).

In such a manner, in the image forming apparatus Gk3 of
the data output system 1 of the present embodiment, the
storage function unit 37 stores, for each piece of display data,
identification information to identify whether the display data
is related to personal information of a user. The image form-
ing apparatus Gk3 includes a confirmation unit including the
display function unit 32 and the input function unit 31 to
perform the information confirmation, and the display data
extraction function unit (extraction unit) 51 configured to
extract, from the storage function unit 37, the display data not
related to personal information based on the identification
information. The control function unit 33 makes the confir-
mation unit perform confirmation whether to display the dis-
play data related to personal information when the predicted
output time is longer than the threshold time, makes the
display data extraction function unit 51 extract the display
data not related to personal information when it is confirmed
by the confirmation unit that displaying of the display data
related to personal information is not permitted, and makes
the display function unit 32 display only the extracted display
data.

Thus, when the predicted output time is longer than the
threshold time and the user may move away from the image
forming apparatus Gk3, selection whether to display the dis-
play data related to personal information can be made and
display data corresponding to the selection can be displayed.
As a result, it is possible to reduce possibility of leakage of
personal information and to further improve usability.

Also, the image forming apparatus Gk3 of the data output
system 1 of the present embodiment includes the user authen-
tication function unit (user information storage unit) 34
which stores user information of a user who permits an output
request of the data to be output, and the input function unit
(input unit) 31 configured to perform input of information.
The storage function unit 37 stores the display data for each
user. The control function unit 33 receives an output request
of the data to be output from the user when user information
input from the input function unit 31 matches the user infor-
mation in the user authentication function unit 34, reads, from
the storage function unit 37, the display data corresponding to
the user information, and displays the read displayed data
onto the display function unit 32.

Accordingly, it is possible to manage displaying of display
data appropriately by using user authentication information,
and thus, it is possible to reduce possibility of leakage of
personal information and to further improve usability.

Note that in each of the above embodiments, a case where
display output of display data is performed when each of the
image forming apparatuses Gk, Gk2, and Gk3 performs print
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output of data to be output has been described. However, the
display data is displayed not only in a case of performing print
output of the data to be output. For example, display output of
the display data may be performed when distribution output
of the data to be output is performed. Also, in each of the
above embodiments, a case where each of the image forming
apparatuses Gk, Gk2, and Gk3 includes the display function
unit 32, the control function unit 33, the storage function unit
37, the data display control function unit 38, the data output
time calculation function unit 39, the user setting holding
function unit 41, and the display data extraction function unit
51 has been described. However, it is not necessary for each of
the image forming apparatuses Gk, Gk2, Gk3 to include all of
the above function units. For example, one or more of the
function units may be included in an apparatus on the network
NW of'the data output system 1 or a plurality of function units
may be separately mounted to apparatuses on the network
NW.

According to the present invention, it is possible to reduce
possibility of leakage of personal information and to utilize a
waiting time during data output.

Although the invention has been described with respect to
specific embodiments for a complete and clear disclosure, the
appended claims are not to be thus limited but are to be
construed as embodying all modifications and alternative
constructions that may occur to one skilled in the art that
fairly fall within the basic teaching herein set forth.

What is claimed is:

1. A data output apparatus comprising:

a data output unit configured to output data to be output;

an output time calculation unit configured to calculate a

predicted output time necessary for outputting the data
to be output;

a storage unit which stores display data;

a display unit configured to perform display output of the

display data in the storage unit;
an extraction unit configured to extract, from the storage
unit, display data not related to personal information of
a user based on identification information; and

a display control unit configured to compare the predicted
output time with a predetermined threshold time and to
control displaying of the display data onto the display
unit, wherein

when the predicted output time is longer than the predeter-

mined threshold time, the display control unit makes the
display unit display only the extracted display data when
displaying of the display data related to the personal
information is confirmed to be not permitted.

2. The data output apparatus according to claim 1, further
comprising a time setting unit configured to set the predeter-
mined threshold time.

3. The data output apparatus according to claim 2, wherein

the time setting unit can set the predetermined threshold

time for each user who makes an output request of the
data to be output, and

the display control unit compares the predicted output time

with the predetermined threshold time corresponding to
the user, who makes the output request of the data to be
output, and controls displaying of the display data onto
the display unit.

4. The data output apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the output time calculation unit calculates the predicted out-
put time based on an output time for a unit data quantity in a
specified output form in the data output unit and based on a
quantity of the data to be output.
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5. The data output apparatus according to claim 1, further
comprising a confirmation unit configured to perform infor-
mation confirmation,

wherein, when the predicted output time is longer than the

predetermined threshold time, the display control unit
makes the confirmation unit perform the confirmation as
to whether to display the display data.

6. The data output apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the storage unit stores, for each piece of the display data, the
identification information to identify whether the display data
is related to the personal information of the user,

the data output apparatus includes a confirmation unit con-

figured to perform the confirmation and

when the predicted output time is longer than the predeter-

mined threshold time, the display control unit makes the
confirmation unit perform the confirmation as to
whether to display the display data related to the per-
sonal information.

7. The data output apparatus according to claim 1, further
comprising a user information storage unit configured to store
user information of the user who permits an output request of
the data to be output, and an input unit configured to input
information, wherein

the storage unit stores the display data for each user, and

the display control unit receives the output request of the

data to be output from the user when the user informa-
tion input from the input unit matches the user informa-
tion in the user information storage unit, reads the dis-
play data, which corresponds to the user information,
from the storage unit, and displays the read display data
onto the display unit.

8. A data output system including a data output apparatus
configured to output data to be output and a display apparatus
configured to perform display output of display data, the data
output system comprising:

20

an output time calculation unit configured to calculate a
predicted output time necessary for outputting the data
to be output;

a storage unit which stores display data to be displayed by
the display apparatus;

an extraction unit configured to extract, from the storage
unit, display data not related to personal information of
a user based on identification information; and

a display control unit configured to compare the predicted
output time with a predetermined threshold time and to
control displaying of the display data onto the display
apparatus, wherein

when the predicted output time is longer than the predeter-
mined threshold time, the display control unit makes the
display unit display only the extracted display data when
displaying of the display data related to the personal
information is confirmed to be not permitted.

9. A data output control method, the method comprising:

outputting data to be output;

calculating a predicted output time necessary for the out-
putting of the data to be output;

displaying output of display data, which is stored in a
storage unit, onto a display unit;

extracting, from the storage unit, display data not related to
personal information of a user based on identification
information; and

comparing the predicted output time with a predetermined
threshold time and controlling displaying of the display
data, wherein

when the predicted output time is longer than the predeter-
mined threshold time, making the display unit display
only the extracted display data when displaying of the
display data related to the personal information is con-
firmed to be not permitted.
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